
Basel, 10–15 November 1959:
Basel, November 1959. A new kind of trade fair is  
born — bringing together chemists, engineers,  
and industry leaders to explore the future of lab 
science, automation, and measurement. 

The name Ilmac stands for:  
I – International Trade Fair and Conferences  
L – Laboratory 
M – Measurement technology 
A – Automation of 
C – Chemistry 
 
What began as a niche idea became the launchpad  
for a movement — one that would shape the life 
sciences for decades to come.

Partner since day one
Swiss Chemical Society

In Basel, two stories began to accelerate:
Ciba-Geigy took bold steps toward what would later 
become Novartis, and Lonza turned to biotech — 
producing new antibiotics and biologics at scale.

Meanwhile, a silent revolution was underway in Swiss 
industry. Digital control systems and early factory 
automation began to reshape production itself 
— making Switzerland an early pioneer of smart 
manufacturing.

Molecular  
Milestones

Prelog Wins the Nobel Prize
Swiss-Yugoslav chemist Vladimir Prelog 
receives the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his 
groundbreaking work in unlocking the hidden 
geometry of molecules.

His work on stereoisomerism — how identical 
atoms form different structures in space  
laid the foundation for entire branches of drug 
development and molecular biology.

Government banquet  
for Ilmac. 

In the picture: Muba 
Director Dr. Walthard, his 
wife and Ilmac President 
Dr. M. Lüthy. 
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